
Synopsis 

Vintage Soul Productions LLC 

Daisies on Harlem’s Doorstep 

 Winner of LezPlay Playwriting Contest 2018 Pride 

Films & Plays, Pride Arts Center. Workshopped 1/14-

1/18/19 with full staged reading held on 1/19/19 

Chicago, IL. 

 Short version of Daisies on Harlem’s Doorstep, Biscuits 

& Bacon, was selected for the Pride Films & Plays His-

tory Lezons Festival 3/18-21st 2018, Chicago, IL. 

 Biscuits & Bacon won in the short play category for 

Central PA Theater & Dance Festival June 24, 2018 @ 

State College in Pennsylvania. 

 Daisies on Harlem’s Doorstep was selected for Hart-

beat Ensemble’s WTF! Women’s Theater Festival 2018. 

The first staged reading of the play was performed at 

Carriage House Theater, Hartford, CT 6/29/18 
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Selection for  

Hartbeat Ensemble’s WTF! 

Women’s  

Theater Festival 2018 

Playwright, Sharece M. Sellem 

A native of Hartford, CT, Sharece M. Sellem is a playwright, choreographer, director and performing arts in-

structor based out of New Haven, CT. She was trained by American Intercontinental University’s Media Pro-

duction Program, Headlong Performance Institute of Bryn Mawr College in Pennsylvania and Yale University’s 

Practical Approach to Directing Summer Program. Her writing credits include the following plays: Seven 

youth plays (now available on Amazon.com), Hope High: Class of ’84, Legends of the Forgotten Bor-

ough, Becoming La Baker, and several plays in development. 

Festival Selections & Awards 

It's Spring of 1929 in Harlem, a 

season before the stock market 

crashed and the world suffered 

what would be known as the 

Great Depression. The streets are 

filled with lights and glitter and 

for an innocent Daisy, who only 

wants to find her sister, four very 

different women show her how to 

grow in concrete.  

Available for readings and 
group discussions. 

Length: 90 mins. 

Genre: Comedy/Drama 

Venue: Proscenium preferred.  Flexible. 

Cast: 6  

Crew: 2 

Contact: smsellem@vintagesoulproductions.com 

Website: www.VintageSoulProductions.com 

Booking Information 

"The play seamlessly transports you into another era and the world comes 

alive instantaneously. The Harlem characters are unapologetically themselves 

while we watch Daisy herself blossom and begin to cement herself in who she 

is. The rhythm in their voices and the vibrancy of their stories are just plain  

delicious." -Cin Martinez, Producer & Playwright, Hartbeat Ensemble 



A Journey into Womanhood 

“Love is a dangerous desperation. Everybody gotta pay 

sometime…” -words of guidance from a 20 year-old Balti-

morean debutante escort and show girl, Charlie. What could 

be in store for an 18 year-old southern Daisy when she ar-

rives in Harlem with her baby sister, Chrys (short for Chry-

santhemum)? It all begins with Gilly, a deaf young woman 

with a green thumb and a hustle so good no one would be 

able to pull it off. It’s a season before the Great Depression 

and prohibition drove liquor off the streets and pushed 

them behind the closed doors of Gilly who makes all sorts of 

concoctions and potions for sale. She invites them to her 

quaint tenement apartment on St. Nicholas Avenue which 

she shares with her cousin Can and friend, Charlie. To Dai-

sy’s surprise, she meets these two in the first scene. Can, 

“the handsomest in all of New York City,” sets the tone of 

the conversation and talks about making it in Harlem. She 

and Charlie notice Daisy’s naivety and both assume the task 

of molding her into a swan. Red, a sharp and unrelenting 

madam comes to the flat to collect her money from Charlie 

who is being double charged for “giving the milk away for 

free.” Like a fly on the wall, Daisy listens in on the threaten-

ing monologue given by Red to Charlie who has decided to 

quit temporarily. As Daisy grows in the play she is faced 

with many common themes young woman face like sex, 

identity, establishing boundaries, making rules, fair ex-

change, motherhood, menstrual cycles, “biscuits” and the list 

goes on.  

Daisy and Charlie 

“The Ugly Duckling 

Turns into the Swan.” 
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“Love is a 

dangerous 

desperation. 

Everybody gotta 

pay sometime.” 

-Charlie 

Video Links: 

Hartbeat Ensemble’s WTF! Women’s Theater Festival 2018 

https://vimeo.com/274785603  

Sharece M. Sellem discusses the play  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fl7jgAdFgdY 


